Here are a list of activity ideas you can use for both Nursery and Reception at home. The tasks can be differentiated for each age group i.e. reception can record things by writing it down and nursery can discuss this verbally with a grown up and have a go at writing the initial sound/simple words with the sounds they have learnt. We have tried to think of things you can access easily from home. Twinkl have many resources linking to these topics which you can access for free on the website. You do not have to print these out but you could use the ideas and adapt them if needed or look at things on your phone/iPad/laptop. Pinterest is also a good place to use for ideas – we use this for inspiration all the time!
Above all else, please enjoy your time with your precious children. The best way for them to learn is through play and conversations. These are just ideas and not expectations so please do not feel this is a list you need to tick off (you can do this if you wish but there is no obligation to complete it all). 
	What is water and why is it important?

	· Create a word storm around your child’s knowledge of water to start – what questions do they want to ask or what do they want to find out? Use this as a starting point for a mini research project.
· Discuss what we use water for – drinking, washing, cleaning, growing plants etc.
· Plant a bean or a seed from fruit – you could plant two and water one and not the other and watch what happens. You could record this using words or pictures in your book.
· Discuss where you would find water (sea, rivers, canals, streams, brooks, taps etc). Use books or the internet if you can and discuss that we use these things to find out information. See if you can find answers to some of the questions your child has. 
· Find out about different ways we can travel on water
· Make a boat out of recycled materials or things around your home
· Watch Pippin and Auntie Mabel (Water) –  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-WxDQs7hpc
· Draw and label all rooms in your home that have water
· If you were to make a new umbrella what would you make it out of? - test out different materials to find out which ones are waterproof 
· Explore how water can change (solid, liquid, gas) – making ice, adding colour (with food colouring), freeze some of the children’s toys i.e. dinosaurs in water overnight and encourage them to find ways to rescue the toys
· Water play in the sink/bath/outside with different containers – explore capacity and talk about when they are full, empty, half full etc. 
· Collect objects from around your home and investigate whether they float and sink (in the sink or whilst in the bath). You can record your findings by writing a list or drawing pictures in two columns



	Weather

	· Create a word storm around your child’s knowledge of water to start – what questions do they want to ask or what do they want to find out? Use this as a starting point for a mini research project. 
· [image: Image result for weather report for children]Make a weather station using recycled materials
· Draw a weather picture, cut it up into squares and use it as a puzzle to put back together again
· Create a weather report each day for a week
· Cloud in a jar experiment - https://www.giftofcuriosity.com/weather-science-how-to-make-a-cloud-in-a-jar/
· Cloud Writing (using shaving foam) – use this for mark making, writing tricky words, writing numbers etc
· Create a rainbow picture using whatever materials you have at home
· Explore shadows – put some toys i.e. animals on a piece of paper in the garden and explore how shadows are made



	Lea Valley – Local Environment

	· Create a word storm around your child’s knowledge of water to start – what questions do they want to ask or what do they want to find out? Use this as a starting point for a mini research project.
· If you are able to leave the house for your daily exercise (following Government guidelines) go for a walk over Lea Valley. Take photographs of the surroundings. Discuss the environment, the things that are growing, the animals/insects you find and the habitats they live in. This would be a good opportunity to discuss staying safe around water too. Look for any litter/plastics and talk about the importance of protecting the environment both for people and animals. If you are unable to walk there you could google some images and use these to help aid discussions around these areas.
· Whilst out on the walk you could collect from natural materials and use this for deconstructed artwork/collages when you return home.
· Create a poster asking people not to litter and to protect the wildlife
· Look at the pictures (the ones you have taken or off the internet) and draw/paint/recreate one of them.



	Oceans, Lakes and Rivers

	· Create a word storm around your child’s knowledge of water to start – what questions do they want to ask or what do they want to find out? Use this as a starting point for a mini research project.
· Cut out some sea creature shapes and write tricky words on them. Have a competition who can read the ‘shark’ words the quickest.
· Use an empty toilet roll tube to make an octopus 
· Discuss how we can all look after our oceans using these prompt cards - https://content.twinkl.co.uk/resource/53/fc/t-tp-6028-looking-after-our-oceans-discussion-cards-english.pdf?__token__=exp=1585152695~acl=%2Fresource%2F53%2Ffc%2Ft-tp-6028-looking-after-our-oceans-discussion-cards-english.pdf%2A~hmac=ad65fdf24bf0e002ef27ee7da98ac39902d55b148aaeed09e1c806334b309957
· Listen to Commotion in the Ocean and Rainbow Fish- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9pRhgZ8Jffs / https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ifXlc0QI2kY. After watching Rainbow Fish talk about what makes a good friend and what doesn’t? Reinforce the message of ‘be kind’. 
· Look at pictures of various sources of water and then draw/paint/recreate this
· Make a boat out of objects around your home and test whether it floats or sinks – think about why? What would you change if you made a boat again?
· Draw pictures of animals that live in water and label it
· Discuss and compare similarities and differences between the water sources – what is the same about a lake and a pond? What is different about them? You could record this in your book.
· 



	Water Safety

	· Create a word storm around your child’s knowledge of water to start – what questions do they want to ask or what do they want to find out? Use this as a starting point for a mini research project.
· Share the powerpoint on Twinkl with your child and use this to aid discussions- https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/au-m-072-water-safety-powerpoint 
· Design a water safety poster 
· Have a look at the water safety scene (https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/us-l-366-water-safety-scene-and-question-cards) and ask your child some the questions associated with this picture. 
· What is the role of a lifeguard? Can you make, draw, paint etc a new life vest – what kind of things do they need on there to attract attention so that someone knows you need help?



	Pirates

	· Create a word storm around your child’s knowledge of pirates to start – what questions do they want to ask or what do they want to find out? Use this as a starting point for a mini research project. 
· Hide treasure around your home and make a map to show where it is hidden. Adults you could make two activities out of this by hiding the treasure and giving your child a map to follow or clues to help them find the treasure. 
· Make a telescope out of materials you have, hide letters/numbers/words around the house and use your telescope to find them. Write them done on a piece of paper or in your book.
· Youtube (Barefoot Books) online – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_qAngsMJD3I
· Swashbuckle on CBeebies
· Make an eye patch out of the things you have at home. If you don’t have the things to make one you could always draw and design one instead.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Make a money bag and coins/treasure to go inside. Children could always have some real coins (1p,2p/5p,10p) depending on their age and use this to help them count and add together.
· Make a pirate ship and explore different materials for sails
· Make a pirate den using things in your home 
· Pirate role play with the people you live with
· Phonics play – Buried Treasure (nursery phase 2/reception phase 2/3/4) https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/2/buried-treasure
· Design your own treasure map (X marks the spot)
· Handprint parrots – draw around your hand several times, cut them out and stick them together as if these are the parrots feathers and colour in
· Make a list of the things you would need on a desert island/on the pirate ship
· Draw a skull and crossbones or design your own
· Create a flag for the pirate ship
· Write a message to go in a bottle 
· If you were a pirate for the day, what would you do? This can be verbally discussed or written down.
· Design new clothing for the pirates and label it
· Make a treasure chest out of a cardboard box. What would you put in it and why? This can be verbally discussed or written down. 
· Make pirate wanted posters and go on a hunt to find them! 
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